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'Victory for bees' as European Union bans
neonicotinoid pesticides blamed for destroying
bee population

15 of the 27 member states voted for a two-year restriction on neonicotinoids
despite opposition by countries including Britain
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/wa.  The Health of Honey Bees

Nevada Department
of Agriculture

FAQs

Frequently Asked Questions
About Pollinators in Nevada

Q: What is the Nevada Department of Agriculture
(NDA) doing to help bees?

NDA appreciates the importance of honey bees and other
pollinators in the urban environment to pollinate small
farms and gardens, especially almonds, and ornamental
horticulture. As such, NDA is concerned about health of
honey bees, native bees, and other pollinators, as they are
important to Nevada agriculture, such as for alfalfa seed,
melons, greenhouse tomatoes, greenhouse cucumbers,
some fruits and vegetables, and honey production.

Some of our activities and responsibilities:

« NDA participates in USDA’s national honey bee survey
and supports USDA efforts to protect pollinators.

o NDA has links to EPA pollinator protection
information on its web site and supports EPA’s actions
to protect pollinators, including recent upgrades to
pesticide labels to better protect bees and new data
requirements and risk assessment approaches for
assessing pollinator risk.

In Nevada, beekeepers are required to notify pest
control companies of the location of their bee colonies.
The pest control companies are required to avoid the
colonies in order to protect the bees.

NDA has the authority to investigate reports of bee kills
and to levy fines or take other legal action.

Q: Are honey bees and other pollinators threatened in

Nevada?

State Entomologist Jeff Knight says he has received no
reports of extraordinary bee colony losses in Nevada. He
says there is anecdotal evidence to support that there are
more colonies of honey bees in Nevada now than there has
ever been. However, he reports that there is some evidence
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An adult worker honey bee collecting pollen.
Photo: Peggy Greb, USDA, ARS.

that climate change is a threat to pollinators, especially
bumble bees.

Knight also states that the biggest threat to honey
bees in Nevada is the Africanized honey bee in southern
Nevada. The state has a quarantine program in place to
keep Africanized honey bees from moving north of Clark
County. Knight recommends regular re-queening of honey
bee colonies in Clark County to control Africanization.

Q: Are pesticides hurting bees in Nevada?

The State Entomologist reports that he has not seen
any significant pollinator or bee kills in Nevada from
commercially applied pesticides. Both urban and
agricultural pesticide applicators should follow pesticide
labels and use Integrated Pest Management, “using
pesticides only when absolutely necessary and when
economically and environmentally sound”
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