
Many pesticides are applied to foliage, often when 

principles for determining need and 
timing of applications. Follow all 

attention to ‘Directions for 
Use and Minimizing Drift’. 

Avoid spraying when bees 
are present if possible 

(e.g., spray at dusk with 
low residual products).
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Provide Safe ForageCommunicate with Beekeepers 3. 4.1.
Promote communication and cooperation 
between farmer, applicator, consultant, and 
beekeeper. Before planting, determine if beehives 

Seek out the 
beekeeper(s). GIS-based bee colony/sensitive crop 
registries (e.g., FieldWatch Inc.) exist in some states, 

and should be consulted. 
Farmer and beekeeper 

may create a written or 
verbal agreement to 

guide interactions 
through the 
growing season. 

After harvest, attend meetings by extension 
specialist, technology providers, and crop or 
beekeeping advisors to keep up 
to date on developing 
research and best 
management practices. 
This is an active area of 
research.

Stay Up to Date2.Reduce Exposure to Pesticides

A
(R5), there is little in the landscape for 
bees to feed on. Pollinators forage for 
food (pollen, nectar) and water. Much 
of the habitat that provided these 
resources has declined in the past 
decades. Adding small, concentrated 

terraces, etc.), will increase the abundance 
and diversity of bees.  




